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out saying, but perhaps not in the way people think. The event whose
sixteenth anniversary we are celebrating today has, in itself and in its
example, a sufficient force of persuasion, far more stimulating than
subsidies and speeches; no repression can do anything against it. The
chief force of that propaganda is that it favors a legitimate aspiration.
The example of the October days aroused peoples from the despond-
ency in which capitalistic oppression maintained them. The great cry
tittered by the U.S.S.R aroused all hopes, but would not have found
an echo if it had not replied, for so many hearts, to so many muffled
moans; for so many minds, to so many obvious failures.
"There was a time when it was toward France, after 1789, that all
eyes turned. But the cause we cherish today is no longer that of a
single country. The enemy remains the same, in France as well as
everywhere; it is against him that we must unite our efforts. That the
U.S.S.R. still has to overcome very great difficulties of all sorts, it may
be; but those who shout failure are rejoicing a bit too soon; it is im-
portant to prove this to them."
My reply to the "conscientious objectors'* has been lying on my
table for a fortnight; I have not been able to make up my mind to
send it. Not that my thought (I was about to say: my conviction) is
uncertain on this point; but I am held back by the fear that it might
be used to force me to play a political role for which I feel utterly
unqualified.
In that declaration I am probably wrong to speak of "admiration."
It does not enter in here; and, moreover, it necessarily decreases as
these cases of insubordination cease to be isolated and as, by their
very number (as is happening for the school-teachers), they have a
chance of escaping sanctions. Here, as elsewhere, admiration can be
directed only to the leaders; the others follow. The causes that turn
out to be the most triumphal originally needed martyrs. But admiration
(which the martyrs can arouse), but the martyr himself, cannot prove
the excellence of the cause.
Today's Le Temps publishes a long letter signed C. J. Gabel in
reply, it so happens, to the "conscientious objectors.'* How can this
correspondent fail to be aware that when he quotes the words of Paul:
"Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers, for there is no power
but of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power9 reslsteth the
ordinance of God? eta (these are M. G. J. GabeFs italics) . . . how
can he fail to be aware that Hitler would not speak otherwise? Even
'here Paul or Peter is not contrasted with Christ himself-whom
~M. C. J. Gabel takes care not to quote here, and justifiably so. Whence
also the serious embarrassment of the Vatican, which no longer dares
dedare itseE For is it admissible for the Church to subordinate herself